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( Pahlighod by 5uma (Xain Adjainifltration of Haral rorcea ) 4 1947 ) 


V. Guretekiy 


A nev oditico cf Ccnwentlonal Signe for Sariot Charte (13L pp, 25 rublee) 
hae been prlntM and dietributed to the departmants ooncerned. Before 'ta ap- 
T>earaaûe, naTigatore depanded on a eiail&r nanual publlahed in 194 1„ Thie' 
nev edition haa been ôaneiderably rerised, altfcp*d$., and enlarged. Our ob>cUre 
here le to drav the attention of aarinera to the 3hie? differencea. Mentlon 
has alao been nade of certain ^ueBtiona requirine additional olari/icaticn. 

The caln ohange in oonrentional elgna ln the 1947 editlon le the nev 
«»thod of deBigDatiLg tbe characteriBtiOB of colore of UghtB. We my note 
theee nev deeigsationa h&re beon prlntod cn charta einoe 19^6. 

Aa prerioualy, the oolor of a light ie ahovn by the s ua oolor on the 
chart, exjept for vhite, vbich ic alvays repreeented by yellcv r Lighte »y 
he ahotn jlther *n detall, Tby neaaa of ooncentrlo oiroles, or in abbretiated 
fam, by aeanfl of the ao-called "reahki M ^ÛteralIy, "Uttle hom^J, dependlng 
on tho 80410, detaii, and purpoee of tbe oha\t. 

The oharacter of the Ught is repreaented by alterlng the thiokneaa and 
TAiying the nuaber ôf concentric circlefl. It shouLi be reasabered that thie 
■ethod reduoea the jharacterietîoe of dlfferent laaps to the sajae coamon de- 
ncainator. Only tvo thlokDeaaea of olrole are ueed, one ailliaeter and 0.25 
ailliaeter, appratiaately. The oharaoterlstice of lighte are repreeented by 
aeana of these olrolee in the folloving aanner: 

1. One thick oirole^ fixed Ught. 

2 . Oj» thlck circle vifch ooe thin clrcle ^nelde it: (a) fixed and flaah- 
ing lighte, (b) fixed and gronp fLaahing Ughte, (c) fixed occulting Ughta, 
and (d) fixeô. group-occulting lighte. 
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3. One titin. cîrcle ; a-cä ;îro-ap-o?suXtit3g llgbts. 

k r Tvo, t afid-i'our thlc. oircioe: group-f lAahirig lights vrith two, 

i-V*»*i* . A ^ ^ O V ^ ‘CT 1 TT .,,, 

' ViM VV f VU4U A Viht A *-> Q* V •» ^ ^r H ^ ~ - 

5. Fira thin circlaet (a) flnehing lighte, (b) group-f laehing lighte 
vith fiTô mora flÄöhes per group, ar-d (c) rotating lighte. 

6 . One thi 3 k -irale vith ona thin circle outeide i t : (a) altematlng 

lights, (b) altw-nSLtiug flÄshing lightp, (c) altemating group-f lashing lights, 
(d) ftltenÄting occu lting lights, acd (é) alténjaiifia group-occulting lights. 

7«, Lighte of raido hescons, regardlasa o? their color and character, are 
&lways repreaonted hy ona thlck red circle . 

8. Lighté of floating heacons are ehovn in the eftme way as ehore lights. 

9, Lights of i llumimtea 'huoys are shovn in the ahbrerriated vay on all 
oaps, i.s», hyrozhki. 

Another, no less important , alteration is in the method of shoving the 
depth of fairways . For example, the figure 7,0 in parenthesés inserted in a 
hreak in a dotted fairvay line preriously meant th&t the fairvay vae aocess- 
ihle to ressels dravlng up to 7 mwters of vator, Accordiiig to the nev syötem 
of conrentibnal signs, the saau? marking vould mean that 7 metere ifi the minimum 
deptha of the pftrtieul&r fairvay, SimilÄrly, the figure 10.0 in eauaro hrackets 
inserted jn a hreak In t.he continuous svept fairvay line ncv denotes the depth 
to vhioh the falrvay hfts heen svept, and not the limitlng draught of vesaelB 
navigating the fairvay. 

The representation and position of nonlighted narigational marke le also 
different. The old conrentioral sign for euoh a mark vaa a continuous black 
trlasgle , and its position on the chart wae conaidered as heing the mid-point 
ot the hase. The nev eign is a hlAck eqoilateral trlauogle with a vhite circle 
in e-uîc* it, and the position of the msrk on the chart is the conter of ths circle, 
i.e., the coater of the triangle. 

The repreeeatntion of dry land has also heen changed. Thls vae previouAly 
oolorel yellov orer ite full vldth. Nov it ls ropresented hy filling in the 
dry etrip vifch dott.ed linee, closer together at the seavard side, the type of 
ground and helght ahove sea lerel hsing ehovn. 

The abore ure the most importanl obangee in oonrantioxial signe on USSF 
oharts from the nttTigator's rievpoint. A sound tauovledge of them is ossential. 
Ocher s1|qs resr in almost unchanged, but hare heen coûsiderahly supplemented 
aa regarde tbe shore.. In thie conneotion they hare aleo oeen made unifom vlth 
those uaed on topct^aphical aaps . Moreorer, a nev set of signs has bee-j intro- 
duoed for rirer oharte and atlases. 

Krery pllot addiug t*) his stock of charte vill need to ascertain vhlch 
conrentlonal eigns are .<jod. As ve have alretay pointed out, nxay charte pub- 
llehed in l$«-6 and 1^7 aay bave the lights repreeented by thd 19^7 signo and 
other *obJe*ts hy tho old ones. 

We shall nov dvell on tvo eiamples vhich hear vitneee to defioienciee end 
lack of clarity in the nev oonTaxitionftl signa . 

One>, carried crer from the old to the nev edition, conce-ais suhEarine sound 
signal*. We find repreaenUtions of the signal, first ln thc scction "Marüngs 
caWater,” and then in the section "Other Ohjecte." Tvo ccopletely different 
mrkingB n*ve tfce semp msÄ.:.ing, ir.d the aariner cannot tell vhich is to be pre - 

f erred . 
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Th© oth«r example is of gr©at practlcal iaportane© . Th» n©v conreïtttoaftl 
sisne do not refleot the nev ayatem of buoyacs in tfce seas and ÎAkos of the ÜB8R 
vMoh vas introduced in 19^7 Cbefore the nev signs were puhllahed and approrad). 
Qû the one hand. the new conrôntional signe Inelnde (for No ^9) a "teifigsnjh 
spctr hüoy" vhlch ia hot ueed in the nerw eysteia cf huoyagee muat havö heen 
aholished „ Or the other hand 7 of aXl the extresiely raried anft numeroue apars 
and hnoya introdnced by the new huoyage systeia/ only cardiml spar huoys f or 
mture.1 haxardfi figore cunong the ney oonyentional slgns V All the öther spars 
aad hnoya (eren the teaipûrary pnee pertalning to jaine haz&rd) are Ahsent frcm 
the hev aigna, and the deriaing of sywteus and dravings for theee eigna la left 
to the pilot hiaeelf . ïïenpe, the qneetion arieee ae to hov thé ohhrt will in- 
Aioate to ths aBLriner the nuaeroue types of huoys, ®o yaried in appearanoe and 
aeening. Xgnorance of the neôöse&ry details of Burf&ce mrks, l.e», the moet 
iaportaaat part of the chort to the pilot, seeise all thp oore inex©o»fthIe in 
riev of the huge range of conrentian&l representfttione on ehore introdnoed in 
the sev eîgne. Seafarere viil expect the Hydrograpblc Adminietration of the 
Sary to ; proride a sfttisfftctory solution to this prohlem. 
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